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Our ability to create spaces that
are meaningful, spaces that
have quality and character,
depends on our ability to define
space with buildings in order to
inform us of who we are?



Once we can identify with them as
“our space”, “our street “or ”our
square” then we start to care about
them.



This is the basis of community and
civic life.



The basis of civilization.



In our cities, these spaces fall into the category of the public
realm



These are communal spaces
where we enjoy being in and give
us a sense of belonging.



Space Where we are, geographically

Where we’ve come from, historically

What kind of people we are

Where we are in our culture

The public realm has to inform us about:
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Culture

Where we are, geographically

Where we’ve come from, historically

What kind of people we are

Where we are in our culture

The public realm has to inform us about:



Culture

We make a vessel from a lump of clay  It is
the empty space within the vessel that
makes it useful;   We make doors and
windows for a room;  But it is the empty
spaces that make the room livable;   Thus,
while the tangible has advantages;  It is the
intangible that makes it useful.”
― Tao Te Ching



Subjective Objective

Internal External

Intangible Material

Experience Function

Being Doing
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Home House



The basis of a shelter evolved to become not only a
safe dwelling at the physical level but also a place
where we can identify ourselves at the emotional
level.



What started out to be a
single space where all
activities of eating sleeping
and being were performed in
the same room, became a
series of spaces.

Our homes became made up
of several rooms,  each for a
different role and function



Street orientation creating NaturalVentilation .

So as we evolved, we separated
out the various activities not only
for functional reasons but also
for cultural ones.  The eating
from sleeping etc.

Each isolated experience
became defined and
intensified,
giving greater meaning to
each.



If we take the functionality of
each space;  Living room, dining
room, bedroom kitchen:
These are the spaces for doing.



If we take the functionality of
each space;  Living room, dining
room, bedroom kitchen:
These are the spaces for doing.

Whereas the experience which
gives meaning is the state of
being.



Being a parent, part of the family
gathered around a dining table.
Image 4 : Family at dinner



Our spacial experience became a
projection of the psyche which
informed us of who we were.

Our outer world became a mirror or
a map to our inner world



By projecting our psyche
(internal) to our environment
(external) we not only create a
sense of self and identity,  but
also form a meaningful
relationship with the external
world.

To feel a sense of belonging and
of being at home in the world.



Similarly in our cities we have
created and separated our various
activities  and created zones for
each



City of Being       City of Doing



Different Building types create
different experiences and roles for
us to play for each.

House. Office. Mosque.
Equate to the experience of being
a parent at home, an employee at
work or a worshipper.

These define who we are at
different times.
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different times.



As our modern cities became dispersed city of doing.
There was a loss of identity of who we really are in all of our roles and
facets.



What our cities failed to do is
to allow us to have the
seamless experience of who
we are in any given day.



Once our outer world and inner
world fail to be a reflection of each
other.  We experience a sense of
alienation and ambiguity of who we
are.

What the outer mirrors to the inner,
what we have projected,  is a
fragmented sense of self as well as
community.



The City of Being,  is a place
where the Urban fabric is a
framework for social fabric.

A place where we can develop a
relationship with our setting and
its occupants.

A place where we can feel at
home in the world.
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City of Subject Vs  City of Objects



Subjective Objective

Internal External

Intangible Material

Experience Function

Being Doing



City of ObjectsCity of Subjects



City of Objects

Stand alone

Separate disconnected

Anti-urban left over spaces

Relationship with other objects
(cars)

Disjointed spaces

Disorientating and flat experience

Architecture as self expression



City of Subjects

Relating to surrounding context

Provides Transition between
public and private

Articulating urban space

Relationship with humans and
human scale

Providing flow of experiences

Architecture contributing to the
development of consciousness
and culture



Objective reality alone , reduces
us to consumers and doers.  We
become identified with a
reduced and false sense of self

This  alienates from our true
selves as well our world



Our cities role is to give meaning:
by means of culture,
community place and history.

Culture
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Our cities role is to give meaning:
by means of culture,
community place and history.

Community



Our cities role is to give meaning:
by means of culture,
community place and history.

Place



Culture locates us in The realm
of Time and space to where we
are in our environment, (space)
and where we come from (time)

The City can reflect to us who
we where and where we came
from in order for us to know
where we want to be in the
future

To create a community, our
cities need to reflect a shared
vision and shared values to
give us a shared meaning to
our world

To create a sense of place,  our
cities need to give us a sense
of  belonging

Culture

History

Community

Place



Our modern cities undervaluing
of culture..

Without these we feel alienated,
separate, lonely and lost
individuals.



One of the main and most
fundamental purpose of
architecture is a means to
define ourselves, and a means
to evolve culturally.

Architecture and the public
realm set the scene for the
collective acts that forge
community.

Architecture, Culture and
Civilizations
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One of the main and most
fundamental purpose of
architecture is a means to
define ourselves, and a means
to evolve culturally.

Architecture and the public
realm set the scene for the
collective acts that forge
community.

It gives form to our experiences
that create meaning.

It allows for the evolution of
civilizations.

Architecture, Culture and
Civilizations



We need to create cities that
reflect our values, our inner
worlds.

Architecture, Culture and
Civilizations



A sense of place:

Architecture
Identity
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